THE EVIDENCE  OF THE PLAYS
play resemble that followed by Oxford in the
summer of 1575. He left Venice in a Venetian
galley about May or June; travelled via the
Straits of Messina, Palermo and Rome; dis-
embarked at Genoa in September, and returned
to Venice overland. Admiral Holland, in his
article in The Shakespeare Pictorial for October 1934,
has not only succeeded in solving the location of
Belmont, but he has also made a perfectly straight-
forward time-analysis of the play, which has up to
now baffled all orthodox commentators.
The Merry Wives of Windsor (II, ii)
Allen  refers  to   "concealed word  play"   by
Oxford.   Ford appears disguised as Master Brook:
FALS. I do begin to perceive, that I am made an Ass.
FORD. Ayes and an Ox too:   both the proofs are
extant.
The second line of which brings the words "Ford,"
"Ox35 and "proofs'5 into a conjunction that in the
light of what has gone before is, to say the least of it,
remarkable.
Again:
.As for Fenton, he is pure Oxford, as witness the
talk concerning him between Host and Page in
III, ii:
HOST. What say you to young Master Fenton? He
capers, he dances, he has eyes of youth. He writes
verses, he speaks holiday, he smells April and May:
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